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benevolent; that this power sometimes sent hap*
piness and prosperity, sometimes sorrow and
adversity ; and that though to a certain extent
calamities were brought about by individual mis-
conduct, yet that there were innumerable in-
stances in the world where innocence and even
conscientious conduct were just as heavily penal-
ised as guilt asd sin. The apparently fortuitous
distribution of happiness would alarm and be-
wilder him. The natural instinct of man, thus
face to face with a Deity which he could not hope
to overcome or struggle with, would be to con-
ciliate and propitiate him by all the means in his
power, as he would offer gifts to a prince or chief.
He would hope thus to win his favour and not
to incur his wrath.
But the teaching of the Saviour that God was
indeed a Father of men seems to me to have
changed all this instantaneously, Man would
learn that misfortune was sent him, not wantonly
nor cruelly, but that it was an educative process.
If even so he saw cases, such as a child tortured
by agonising pain, where there seemed to be no
personal educative motive that could account for
it, no sense of punishment which could be meant
to improve the sufferer, he would fall back on the